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BLUE RIBBON 2017
Christ the King School was
named a National Blue Ribbon School for the second
time in school history! U.S.
Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos announced the prestigious awards in September,
bestowing on CKS the distinction as one of the nation’s
top schools. The National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program honors public and private elementary, middle, and high schools
whose students achieve very
high learning standards or are
making significant improvements on closing the achievement gap.

Principal Paula Smith:
Recipe for a Blue Ribbon School

A

pplying for Blue Ribbon status is a
lengthy process, and the award has
many requirements. A Blue Ribbon
School is accredited and has a strong
curriculum that includes foreign language
and extra-curricular activities. Some of
the work CKS has done in the area of
curriculum has strengthened our writing
program, improved the vertical alignment
of our curriculum, and honed the use of
our assessment data.

which consists of Raising the Bar and
Learning Strategies. Our middle school
House and Advisory systems, our gifted
program, and the variety of guidance
programs also gave evidence of our
emphasis on student support and helped
us gain this honor. A Blue Ribbon School
emphasizes teacher instruction that
motivates and encourages student
engagement and produces high-achieving
students.

Providing services and resources
for intervention also supported our
application for Blue Ribbon status.
Programs that assist our students and
families include the Success program,

Professional growth factors into student
success and differentiation of instruction.
Our Professional Learning Teams and our
use of Data Days to analyze test scores
provide for both teacher and student

me

Living the Faith
growth. A variety of summative and
formative assessments offers teachers
data for meeting student needs.
Service to our community and parish is
part of our school’s mission and helps
CKS to stand out. Community outreach
engages our families through many
activities, including Mass, parent nights,
Grandparents Day, arts programs, guest
speakers, and Career Day. These are
just a few examples of how we come
together as a community. We have
been commended for using numerous
means of communication to reach out
to our parents and community. Through
fundraising, our school works to keep
tuition low for our families. The level of
parent involvement - especially the work
of our PTO - is enviable.
In a Blue Ribbon School, leadership is
dedicated to student growth and faculty
development. Using assessment to drive
change involves analysis of curriculum
and adoption of programs like Minds
in Motion and Success. Having strong,
student-centered offerings is an asset
of CKS that helped us to become “Blue
x 2.” We have worked to expand our
preschool, to improve and organize
school policies, and to focus on the faith
formation of all whom God brings before
us. CKS provides a safe, efficient learning
environment, establishes relationships
with the community, and strives for
continuous improvement.

Community outreach
activities, like our “Take the
Reins” program (pictured
page left) emphasize to
our students that service
to others is a responsibility
and a blessing.
At right, 8th graders pitch
in to clean up the community.

Pictured right and below:
Older and younger
students are paired up
through programs like
“Partner Reading” to instill
a sense of family throughout the school. Programs
like this, along with the
recess “Buddy Bench,” work
together to create a safe
and nurturing enviroment
for all of the students.

The arts are critical to expression and achievement. Pictured left, students are exposed to a wide
range of artistic experiences, such as visual arts, from preschool through 8th grade.

Christ the King School

CKS ALUMNI at Lexington Catholic
Recent Graduates
• Christ the King School alumni continue
to make us proud long after they leave
the halls of CKS. With our 8th graders’
performance on the LCH placement
test, it should be no surprise that they
continue to excel throughout their
time at Lexington Catholic and beyond.
Current LCH freshmen Pearse Hall,
Jackson Klein, Callie West, and Lincoln
Combs all placed in the top 10 percent
on the test.
• Lucy Dever (CKS class of ‘14) received
a perfect score on her ACT. The ACT
consists of tests in English, mathematics,
reading, and science. Each section of
the test is scored on a scale of 1 to 36,
and the composite score is the student’s
average of the four exams. It is estimated
that 1/10 of one percent of test-takers
score a composite 36 on the exam
nationally.
• Christ the King School is proud of 2017
Lexington Catholic graduates, Caroline
Hourigan and Austin Wahle for being
top 10 scholars in their class. We also

congratulate CKS grads inducted into the
LCH National Honor Society: Marjorie
Agbor, Nick Giancola, Caroline
Hourigan, Jack Klier, Will Mullins,
Madeleine Scanlon, Sarah Thompson,
and Austin Wahle.
• Three former CKS students, Emma
Harper, Kennedy Carpenter, and
Keeley Justice, qualified for the
Governor’s Scholars Program.
• The following Christ the King alumni
were awarded merit scholarships as
members of Lexington Catholic Class
of 2017. (Scholarships were awarded
based on achievement in academics,
athletics, leadership, service, and special
talent. The list only includes scholarships
reported at the time of graduation):
Marjorie Agbor, Garrett Amato,
Charlotte Archer, Jax Benson, Christina
Corales, Mary Dyster, Connor Fry,
Megan Garvey, Caroline Hourigan,
Morgan Justice, Jack Klier, Sarah
Jane McCarty, Nina Ryan, Madeleine
Scanlon, Cole Skinner, John Sparks,
Abigail Sutton, Sarah Thompson,

Austin Wahle, Peter Whitman, Ben
Wilcoxson, and Katherine Youkilis.
Class of ‘89 and ‘17
When Sarah Rives Rowe (CKS class of
‘89) heard her daughter Abbey Rowe
announced as the winner of The Helen
Kendall Award, it had a familiar ring. Sarah
was the recipient of the award at her
8th grade graduation as well, an honor
that has been bestowed since 1977. The
award is given in remembrance of Helen
Kendall, a Christ the King student who
bravely fought cancer and passed away in
1979.Helen’s family, and the school, have
continued to honor her memory with
this annual award, which is given to a girl
who will be attending Lexington Catholic
High School, and who, in the opinion of
the faculty, best exemplifies character,
knowledge, and spirit—the three pillars
of Christ the King School. It carries with it
a $750 scholarship to Lexington Catholic
High School.

Above: Sarah Rives Rowe and daughter, Abbey Rowe.
Below: Lucy Dever scored a 36 on the ACT

Caroline Hourigan and Austin Wahle both placed in the top ten of their
graduating class at Lexington Catholic.
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CKS ALUMNI Spotlight

Robert Vonderheide (‘77) to lead
cancer research;
William Mendel (‘98) receives
Medal of Bravery

Robert Vonderheide
CKS Class of ‘77

William “Billy” Mendel

CKS Class of ‘98

CKS Student Highlights
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

First Place 6th-8th Battle of the
Books
Six students won 1st or 2nd place
at the KAW-FACPS District Science
Fair, qualifying them for Regional
competition.
Elementary Academic Team Regional Qualifiers/Region Winners in
Composition
KMEA (KY Music Ensemble Association) Solo and Ensemble Distinguished Trio
KYA (KY Youth Assembly) record
setting 3 bills passed into legislation
Respect for Life Photo Essay: First
and Second Place Winners
Diocesan School Spelling Bee
Winners
Basketball League and Tournament Champion’s Boys 5/6 and 7/8
Division, and Girls 5/6 Division, and
runners up Girls 7/8 Division.

Robert Vonderheide (class of ’77),
an internationally renowned cancer
immunotherapy and translational research
expert, has been named the new director
of the Abramson Cancer Center (ACC) of
the University of Pennsylvania.
He is the Hanna Wise Professor in Cancer
Research at the Perelman School of
Medicine, and served as ACC’s associate
director for Translational Research and
as executive director of its Translational
Centers of Excellence program. Dr.
Vonderheide received his bachelor’s
degree in chemical engineering from
the University of Notre Dame, and is a
graduate of the Harvard Medical School,
as well as Oxford University, where he
earned a doctorate in immunology
as a Rhodes Scholar. He completed
residency training in internal medicine

at Massachusetts General Hospital and
a fellowship in medical oncology at the
Dana Farber Cancer Institute.
Major William J. Mendel (class of ‘98) was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
for his bravery while serving in Djibouti,
Africa, in December, 2013.
During a mission to rescue American
citizens from a United Nations compound,
his aircraft came under heavy enemy fire,
and Major Mendel was still able to rescue
four badly injured crew members, nine
passengers, and the CV22 Osprey he was
flying. Only 79 people have been given
the Distinguished Flying Cross award in Air
Force Special Operation Command history.
He received the honor this past May.

Little
Sprouts
CKS LAUNCHES INNOVATIVE SUMMER
PROGRAM
Christ the King School hosted its first
summer program, Little Sprouts, for
preschool through kindergarten children.
It was a huge success driven by creative
and curious young minds who wanted
to grow and learn. Each week featured a
different theme with hands-on activities
that helped stimulate creativity and
curiosity. Campers loved having the
firefighters visit during Community Helpers
week, the “balloon” man during Under the
Big Top week; creating ocean creatures
out of cups for the Under the Sea week;
and playing in the sprinklers on Fridays.
Along with the great thematic units,
children were engaged in daily gross motor
activities and play through our Minds-in
Motion program. Our hope is that Little
Sprouts will continue to grow curious and
creative little minds.
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In and Around

In “look-a-like”
photos, religion
and science are
celebrated at
Christ the King.
At left, Bishop
John Stowe offers
a blessing for
family pets. At
right, students
don glasses to
observe the solar
eclipse.

Pictured left, the CKS 8th grade annual trip to Washington, D.C. At right, CKS 4th graders travelled to
Louisville to visit the Challenger Center.

Career Day

I

n the spring, as eighth graders are
winding down their last weeks at CKS, it’s
a challenge to invent fun yet meaningful
activities as they leave this chapter of
childhood behind them. The hope is to
encourage them to think seriously about
the gifts and talents that God has given
them and how they might use those in
their chosen vocation.
With that goal in mind, 8th grade faculty
were inspired to develop a Career Day
program, complete with pre-evaluation
and a post “reality” experiment to put their
choices to the test.
Prior to the event, the students take a career interest inventory, and research areas
that they believe God might be calling

them to pursue. After learning the basics of
that career, each student gets the opportunity to interview someone who works in
that field. Their interview questions help
them gain insight into what the job is like
on a day-to-day basis. The vast majority of
our volunteers for this event come from our
school and parish family. It is so exciting
to see the students interacting with their
interviewees—in many of the students it
looks as though a spark has been ignited as
they begin to imagine themselves working
in their chosen field.
Following Career Day, our eighth graders
also take part in The Reality Store, an event
organized by our local 4-H program. Once
the students learn about the average start-

Career Day is part
of an end-of-year
program for 8th
graders, designed to
help them explore
opportunities,
but with a dose of
reality.
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ing salary for their chosen career and have
learned about what that job is like, they
are ready to take part in The Reality Store.
With the help of many parent volunteers,
The Reality Store is comprised of a series of
bill-paying stations. These include, among
others, car payments, utilities, telecommunications, rent, and child care. With their
“checkbook” in hand, the students go from
station to station, paying their bills. Along
the way, they learn decision-making skills,
the importance of economizing, and distinguishing between wants and needs.
We are so grateful to the many volunteers
who make both of these events possible
and so meaningful!

In and Around

Grandparents
Legacy Circle 2017
Memorial for Tani Gay Hudson
Adam Legate & Associates
Gregory D. Hudson & Leslie Hudson
John F. & Rebecca Morris
Judy O. Mitchell
Charles & Crystal Martin
Thrifty Pharmacy
The Grider Company
Mary Beth Nall
John F. or Rebecca Morris
GLC 2017 – Grandparents
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Wethington
Otto & Kay Kaak
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Bennett Sr.
Patricia and Richard Glennon, Sr.
Mr.& Mrs. Bruce Welch
Louis & Sandy Rives
Dan and Ginger Martin
Frank Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Post
Virginia F. Redford
Patty & Rick Pellegrini
Alison & Dan Hardaway
Sal & Catherine Nalli
Florence Farber
Harry & Anne Bullock
Susan West
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Havens
Josette & Jeff Garstka
Basil & Betty Turbyfill
Kay Sargent
James G. Amato
Marilyn Todd
Jean Edwards
Darby & Charlotte Turner
Doug Neuman
Jerry Woodall
Steve & Barb Husz
Mike & Rita Faulkner
Charlotte & Jerry Lundergan
Michele & Budd Lane
Marvin & Jean Bishop
Jim & Doris Minton
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Fritz
Tim & Cindy Bandy
Mr. & Mrs. John Wafford
Peggy & Dick Rensing
Dr. & Mrs. Miniard
Karen W. Phillips
Steve & Bonnie Kretz
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Dugan
Mr. Chris Hacker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hall
Mary Wathen
John T. Hobbs
Richard & Mary Ann Wagner
Kathy & Dan Winton
Darby & Mark Radmanesh
Karleen Stevens
Dan & Nancy McHale
Jill & John McCarty
Lou & Marilyn Esselman
David & Sally Cash
John & Connie Latzo
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Duffy
Tom & Jean Collins
Jim & Ann Williamson
Cindy & David Crump
Mr. & Mrs. Elaine Simms

Vincent Mongiardo
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Bechtold
Betsy Givens
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Leslie
Craig & Carol Lannoye
Elisabeth Vincent
Hub & Elaine Metry
Dan & Janie Jacobs
Dana & Richard Martin
Dan & Alison Hardaway
Leila Ann Elder
Alia Karam
Jim & Claire Sollars
Mike & JoAnn Ritchie
Garland & Linda Thompson
Ray & Kathy Guntle
Jim & Delana Simpson
Cindy Kopyczyk
Brenda Sears
Cotton & Julie Nash
Bob & Cara Blackmon
Monya Paul
Dr. & Mrs. A.C. Wright
Bridget Justice
Tom & Karen Maier
Annearle Collins
Mary Barnett
Keenan & Pam Turner
Nasser & Betty Shirakbari
Mrs. Skinner
Mrs. Gavenonis
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas Cunningham
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony de Movellan
Karen Jacobs
Pam Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Berkeley Hollingsworth
Ben & Jeanne Carr
Jim & Sharyn Dingus
Mr. & Mrs. David O’Bryan
Charles & Jo Ann Sheerin
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Collins
Jo Anne & Jon Skillman
Mr. & Mrs. John Sisler
Dr. & Mrs. Chas Martin
Theresa & Dan Simon
Gary & Karen Justice
Steve & Barbara Graves
Ken & Kathy Neiheisel
Jean Smith
Marty & Tom Miller
Teresa Sedgwick
Sharon Laska
Elizabeth Rudd
Gail & Thomas Bunch
Butch & Mary Ann Wainscott
Richard & Linda Williams
Angie & Ken Rueff
Pat Minor
Marietta Enriquez
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Durham
Sandra Welch
Mary & Mark Hosinski
Robbie & Bonnie Polin
David & Judy Gaunce
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Post
Lee & Sandy Miller
Ferd & Sue Grau
James & Katherine Stephenson
Ben & Jan Taylor

Christ the King School Living the Faith

Fundraising events
such as the Father/
Daughter Dance
(pictured left),
Mother/Son Dodgeball (pictured right),
and Oktoberfest
(pictured below)
bring CKS familes
and the whole community together.

2018

Friday
March 16th
thanks to our generous big blue fling sponsors
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Christ the King School
412 Cochran Road
Lexington, KY 40502

Be part of the CKS Family!
Christ the King Welcomes
New Faculty

Christ the King welcomed four new faculty members for the 2017/2018 school year. Pictured
below: (left to right) Lauren Neff (Pre K4), Christina
Michels (Pre K3), Jordan Ellison (P.E.) and Jennifer
Simms (2nd Grade).

